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RIVING in my car the
other day, [ felr a shiver
down my spine when § heaed
a mews bullerm on che radio abou
Sydiey Birher Ken Thempson's reunion
with his G-year-old son in Hollancd.
Listenmp o how Andrew was taken
by his mother Melinda Straccon three
yvears ago, [ was steuck by how similar
the story was oo my own,
Twielve years may have passed since
I was abducted by my murm and
taken to Swirzerland, but Fmi sl
coming o terms wich ir,
by parents divorced when | was 2

pears obd and I was caughr in the

middle. T lived wirh my mother
Shirley full-time and saw my father
Braan on weekends, bur sis far back as

I can remember she wouald dall it

me what a-horeible person my facher
was. She'd tell me he dudn’t care abour
me-and madle serious abuse allegacions
against him, which weren't even e
I was so young | Believed everyrhing
she told me
miy own mother? But [ also Knew

why would T quiestion

| enjoyed spending time with Diad
we'd goon outings of camping
together. Away from Mum’s influenee,
Feould see he wasa nice person.
Somehow beoped wich the vondlicred
stirion — e when | was 6, chings

suddenly escalared. Mum said we

were moving o Switzerland.

Lowkang back, | think she had been
planning to abduct me and flee averseas
for years before she aceually did i

Mum promised me Ud have all chese
presencs and ger to 2o o grear new

school, so | didn't quesrion it and

instead gor excited aboue living on
the oeher side of che world. She told
mie thar [wasnt allowed v rell Diad
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As one father's reunion with his

child hits the news, Johanna Fishe
shares her devastating story

beciuse we wete berter off wirhour him

and if he knew, he'd kill us,

It wias such a IV SeCret 1o

CRLIUSE | hild, T By this poine

I was so braiwashed by her lies abour
my father, 1 just did whar she said.
Because he was concerned she might
tey 1o take me var of the country,
Dadl had acrually placed o child aler
with the Federal Police.
Bue Mum was prepared for this
When we were stopped by an oifiger
at the airport, she produced forged
passports for us and fake travel
decumerrs thar said my dad lad
given permission {or me o rravel
abroad, We were allowed to leave.
| wias so upser thae Ddidn't ger 1o say
goedbye. .1 couldn't quire grasp thar
['was mever going tosee him again.
When we gor vo Switzerland,
[ gpuickdy realised Mum: had been
lying abour the fabulous new life we
were going o have, Inscead of the
large Sydney home 1'd grown up in,
1 was forced to sleep on the couch
of 1 housing commission studia
apartment i the town of Fribourg

il

with my mum and her new boylrie
[t was such an awhul plice, Td have
temper tantrums because | was stack
Mumn told me we hid
to hide. [ wasn'tabbe o go o schiool

insache-all day

She began calling me Genevieve and
msisted [eall ber Feliciy, and she
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anyone ahour my dad. Unknown ro
me, he had contacoed the Ausiralian
police Back home and was on a francic
search o ooy and find me.

Bur for six monchs T was seuck i
that lwrrible apartment - with only
nceasional ourings to go shopping
or e thie nearby city of Berm.

el picked upa bivof French but
I conldn't even speik to children my
own age and 1 had ne friends. I el
incredibly isolated and confised

| can sall vividly remember the
nigzht we were found

Wie were in Bed when | was woken
b the sound of peeple ralking to che
neizhbours abour us. Murmn said,
“That's:ar then, we've been found”,
and T remember asking her if 1 shonle
o and hide under the bed

it weas all so bewildering ar che
polce seanion, becanse 1 didn't

understand whar was happen:

clung 1o Mum before she was raken
away in tears for questioning

Fwas reunited wich my died thar
night at the station. T remember
giving bam a hug beeause | was 5o
relicved o see him afver so many
months, and if T was going o be B
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Pakeman: | kave been 1o thiee
achooks Whin | was 7, my Mum ook
e with with oe my Daed knowirig, 10
Snbzerland 1 fvad in Fribourg
1'r Tt e why shedid i 1 skipped
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and Reading and |'m pratty good at Maths
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glad 1 could see him again.

. Johanna’s

! pack home
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Father's battle to
™| bring lohanna home

Bt inscead of going home with him,
I was placed in 4 transic home for chree
mpnths while my parenrs went to
goire over my custody arrangement.

Living with other childeen of
parents involved 1n dispuares just
added to my trauma. | was foreed o
share 2 room with a | 3-year-old boy
wher sexually assaulted me, and

ir wasnt uncil T was older rhae
I underscood what had happened.

I'el see both parents each day but
while Dad was overjoyed just to
spend rime with me, Mum spent
her visits trying o manipulare me
inta siching with her,

When my father was granted sole
custesdy, 1 had ro be pulled away from
Mum in tears hecause | thoughe 1 was
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never going to see her again,
Back in Australia it was o strugele
to reconnect with my father becanse

IN AUSTRALIA

of what she had told me.

I was so confused o behack Living
wich him and we had a loc of fights
becanse I'd been tanght to hare him:

But Dl weas incent ofensuring

Departmant
d F5 children
Gut parmis
nsible for I hael seability, and wichin weeks 1
wais back ac my ald primary school,
For chree months I didnt even hear
from my mum wacil she called our

= ational parental
ions, The Most comman
or fleeing is o leave an
of the blue from the TS, where she'd
moved oo I didn’s know whar had
happened to her and 1d been worried

ive relaticnship.
@ Parents are able to apply for & child
the Department of Fo
d Trade If they believe an
ake their

praeas, The alert warns the

she was in prison.
Every time she cilled she reinforced
tor me that Dad was @ horrible person
It wasn’c until I was a eenager that

may be miude

tions are made
vel nents [ realised whar she was doing and cold
top A parsen her to stop bad-moaching himg buc i
g if chey already have still ronk vears for me o crase him,
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since Swirzerland, bur each time i

currant Australizn passport

hais been very seramed: 1 srill can's
belicie what 've already been chrough
and F'm ondy 191 really wish ['d had
anormal upbringing. .. ger jealous

when I see normal famil
It's alse meant UVve tried to form

ateachments 1o my friends’ parenrs

bBecause e missed having

It rekes me a long time to open up 1o
people and form relationships because
1 hiave issues with truse,

Tio this day T scill don’t know
why Mum aiic 1 fed ro Switzerland.
I saw her a few months agoe and she
gor guire ageressive when I asked
her why she did ir. She concmued
o try and reason chat she had to eake
me away {rom my facher

As far as | know, she's never regrerred
whitt she did and seill won't adnue she

did anyehing wrong. She refuscs 1o

1 hier
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actions descroved my childhood
I've had counselling since T was 13
= 1've siaffered from depression and
feeel of guile because 1 choughe i
was my fault we had toflee Auscrala;
Mo child should ever be forcibly
raken away from their parents. 1 had

this seable life and I was comforeable,
and she totally apended it
I can only hope that when ken
Thompson and his son return to
Australia, Andrew can come o térms
with ir and have a good upbringing.
The hardese thing o deal wich

is continuing to have a positive

relarionship with the parent whir took
you, bsrill have a lot of resenement
rawards my mum, and even though
my relationship with my father is
much betrer now, ic's scill dithculr for
us to discuss what happened. We've
never readly spoken-abour whar it was
like for him during those six months
when he didn’t know where 1 was,

Bur Dad has always been so
supportive of me and 1 know now
thar he is the one who looks our for
me, not my mecher.,

I currently bive with my dad and am
ar upiversicy studying business and
law, | have so many goals in my life
thae I want to achieve,

I just want to be happy and

balanced. [ don’t want my. abduction
tor define che resc ol my life.m




